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Dianna Martin’s roots in the wool industry run almost as deep as they come.  

Dianna, who operates a 100 per cent self-replacing Merino enterprise with her husband Sandy and 

daughters Isabel and Rachel, has ancestors who worked in the woollen mills of Stroud, 

Gloucestershire, in the UK way back in the 1300s. 

Fast-forward a few generations and Dianna started forging her own path in the wool industry along 

with her brother Peter by helping their parents Geoff and Enid Capel on their family property in 

northern New South Wales. 

“My mum and dad were very passionate about the wool industry, and dad in particular really loved 

wool,” she says.  

After studying at the University of NSW’s School of Wool and Pastoral Science, Dianna moved to SA 

27 years ago when she married Sandy, who also has multi-generational ties to the wool industry. 

Together, they run Baratta Station in South Australia’s north-eastern pastoral zone between Hawker 

and Yunta, a 33,000-hectare expanse which Dianna describes as “beautiful, clean woolgrowing 

country”. 

They have another property at Jamestown in SA’s Mid North which complements the station, where 

they also run sheep alongside a cropping program.  

Dianna is channelling her passion and deep connection to the wool industry into her role as a 

WoolPoll 2021 Panel member, having been nominated by the Commercial Merino Ewe Competitions 

Association. 

WoolPoll is held every three years to determine the levy woolgrowers pay on every bale of wool 

they sell. This levy funds the industry’s research, development and marketing activities, conducted 

by Australian Wool Innovation (AWI). 

“Many of the woolgrowers I know share the same passion for the industry I do,” Dianna says. 

“We love the animals and we love the wool … it’s a wonderful product. 

“The great thing about WoolPoll is it presents woolgrowers with a unique opportunity to have a say 

in how much levy they want to pay on their wool clip towards research, development and 

marketing.” 

For Dianna, voting in WoolPoll will be her way of showing support for the industry she holds so 

dearly. 

“We’ve just come through a terrible drought in which we learned a lot about nutrition and feeding 

sheep. Challenges like that have ultimately helped us improve our business,” she says. 

“I’m passionate about doing things well and improving what we do. That involves making sure we 

are well-informed and keeping up with innovations within the industry.  



 
“Encouraging more young people into agriculture is another passion of mine, specifically providing 

students who might not have grown up on a farm with the opportunity to learn the practical skills 

associated with farming.” 

Dianna is encouraging woolgrowers of all persuasions to have their say in WoolPoll 2021. 

“I encourage all growers to read the Voter Information Memorandum when it arrives and take the 

time to discuss the information with the people they farm with to help them decide how they will 

vote,” she says. 

“Everyone should know their vote is important, no matter what size their flock is, how much wool 

they produce or what type of wool they produce.”  

Voting for WoolPoll 2021 opens on Monday 13 September and closes on Friday 5 November. Visit 

www.woolpoll.com.au for more information. 

 

 

http://www.woolpoll.com.au/

